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Understanding Disparate Impact in the Context of State-Led Gentrification 
 

Abstract 

In Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs v. The Inclusive Communities Project, Inc., 135 

S. Ct. 2507 (2015), the Supreme Court held that disparate-impact cases are cognizable under the Fair 

Housing Act.  While scholars have established that urban redevelopment can have disparate effects on 

existing neighborhood residents, including residential displacement, little is understood about potential 

causes of action for former residents of gentrifying neighborhoods.  In particular, where redevelopment 

is largely a result of state policies—also known as “state-led gentrification”—the use of public resources 

is integral to the implementation of urban renewal initiatives.  Yet, such investments of public resources 

do not always result in mutual public benefit, and in some instances, core community stakeholders are 

harmed.   This article examines the use of public resources such as funding, subsidies, and regulation 

enforcement to advance urban development policies. It concludes by considering the implications of the 

use of those public tools under the disparate-impact theory of the Fair Housing Act.  
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Doping Dilemma Worldwide: At the Intersection of Ethical Decision Making and Business Interests 

 

Abstract 

Doping in sports is a complex practice whose definition and identification is the result of socially and 

historically constructed norms. Performance enhancement or physical transformation are two aspects 

of doping which are seen as problematic, yet even as we speak companies are making fortunes selling 

body improvement and other forms of “human enhancement” to customers worldwide. There is an 

existing discrepancy between the promise and reality of (sport) business ethics and defined economic 

interests of athletes, coaches, sponsors, and the consumer society. In this paper, we are analyzing these 

apparent contradictions to show that beyond sanitary questions, doping raises many social, scientific, 

legal and ethical issues – especially in the context of our current capitalist social milieu. 

Between 2017 and 2019 an international comparative study was carried out in Russia, USA. The results 

of this sociological study of the attitude towards doping – focusing on student population in the 

countries - will be presented as empirical evidence. The theoretical framework used to analyze the 

results of the international study, relational sociology, will allow revealing the social construction of 

attitudes towards sport and doping. It shows how the attitude differs among countries and societies 

based on their cultural, economic, and historical background. Finally, the paper poses questions and 

advocates for further research in the realm of ethical analysis of the doping dilemma in the business of 

sport as well as society in the 21st century worldwide. 
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New Sports, Emerging Challenges: eSports’ Legal Controversies 

 

Abstract 

A post-modern phenomenon, competitive videogames, or eSports engage millions of fans, especially the 

young. However, despite its rapid growth, it is yet to be fully accepted as a sport worldwide. ESports also 

exhibit the main features that characterize Olympic sports: use of motor skills, competition in individual 

and team format, uniform rules of the game, and institutionalization by both state and corporate actors. 

However, the incorporation of eSports into the Olympic system still has three main obstacles according 

to the newest communique issued by the IOC in December 2018. First, whether eSports should be 

considered as sport, recognizing that the use of the term sport regarding eSports needs further study. 

Secondly, whether eSports should be organized in an International Federation, considering that the 

eSports industry is fragmented, commercially driven and is evolving rapidly. Lastly, there is a rejection of 

eSports that are based on violent videogames like Overwatch, Fortnite or League of Legends, which are 

precisely the most popular ones.  

In this regard, this paper argues that the IOC, National Olympic Committees, and International 

Federations needs to pay particular attention also to the very specific and highly fragmented legal 

structure under which eSports tournaments operate worldwide. Free movement of athletes related to 

eSport competition differs from that of traditional sports and varies by country. This study analyzes, 

from the social, cultural, and legal points of view, the similarities and differences between these 

manifestations of eSports and traditional sport, particularly, in relation to incorporating eSports into 

future Olympic competitions with participation of eSports athletes. 
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Mongolia at the Crossroads: Global Engagement to Modernize Economy 

 

Abstract 

MONGOLIA today may not be in the world news, or, a major player in geopolitics.  But, the Mongolian 

Empire, in its heydays of 13th. and 14th. centuries the largest empire in history. 

This presentation is about today's Mongolia facing challenges and opportunities for modernizing its 

economy.Mongolia, a landlocked nation is in transition. Mongolian empire in 13th. century was the first 

to create a largest land-based globalization. Today, the nation is geopolitically, geographically and 

economically isolated. This research provides a perspective for global engagement to modernize 

economy. Mongolia’s rich history, culture, and contribution to the world is presented. First land-based 

globalization was initiated by Emperor Ghengis Khan, his grand children and diplomacy and religious 

freedom were practiced by Mongolian rulers. 
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